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Newsletter December 2017 & January 2018

Welcome to Global Refugee Studies’ new e-newsletter.
We hope you like our new format and new ways of sharing knowledge and news
with you.
Here at GRS we work to foster and communicate a deeper understanding of
what happens when the world is moved and people move within it.
Each month we will share new articles, publications and GRS’ presence in the
media on current issues within out multi-disciplinary research capacities.
We have also started this newsletter to keep in touch and share events held at
GRS’, staff-related news and other relevant developments within Global
Refugee Studies.
So please feel free to sign up and stay connected to us,
Sincerely,
The staff at GRS
GRS IN THE MEDIA

Decrease of asylum seekers in Denmark
Martin Lemberg-Pedersen was interviewed by Politiken on the decreasing
number of asylum seekers. Migration researchers point to multiple

explanations, one of them being the EU’s deals with Turkey and North Africa in
shutting down the migrant’s escape routes. Lemberg-Pedersen points to the fact
that at present the condition in Syria is stabile but a lot of refugees are caught in
a tragic limbo in their neighboring region. The EU-Turkey deal has been flawed
from the beginning and sudden crises can arise in countries like Sudan or
Libya. Then, according to Lemberg-Pedersen, the » number of asylum seekers
will always just be a snapshot of reality«.
03 January 2018
Read the article here

Brutality of the EUtrained Libyan coast guards in the
Mediterranean
Martin Lemberg-Pedersen was interviewed by the German TV-programme the
Monitor on why the EU would support the Libyan actors, stating that: “The
main argument that is always given to support brutal Libyan actors is precisely
their brutality. That’s why you have to train and train them. But the Libyans do
not take this support of the EU as an excuse to respect human rights, but they
take it as evidence that they are legitimizing their brutal border control.
Because the more brutal they act, the more money they seem to get from
Europe.”
11 January 2018
Read the article here

German government formation and the tightening of immigration
laws
GRS’ Martin Lemberg-Pedersen was interviewed by both Berlingske on the
recent German government formation and the tightening of its immigration
laws as well as by P1 Orientering on the EU’s lack of political will to assist
Greece with the many refugees living under terrible conditions in Lesvos and
Chios.
12 January 2018
Read the article here

Danish deportation corridor to Somalia
Politiken uncovered how Denmark has an informal agreement with Somali
authorities on the deportation of Somali nationals from Denmark in return for
Danish training of a Somali immigration police force, which is also to operate a
deportation centre to be constructed in Mogadishu. GRS’ Martin LembergPedersen calls the agreement ’fundamentally problematic’ as Somalia is known
to be one of the most corrupt governments in the world, and its police force has
a dismal track record involving abuse, disappearances and torture.
27 December 2017
Read the article here

Think Rights Podcast  Migration Perspectives
On the podcast, Lemberg-Pedersen argues that the current migration debate
forces us to take sides for or against migration, for or against borders, and that
these discussions are unhelpful and misunderstood. By observing processes of
border externalization, he says, the borders are de facto controlled far beyond
national, or even European territory. He carries on to explain that the Danish
borders are actually controlled in the Aegean Sea or in Libya and Sudan.
14 December 2017
Listen to the podcast here
PUBLICATIONS

Rethinking Global Care Chains
GRS’ Associate Professor Marlene Spanger has co-written an article on Global
Care Chains (GCC’s) alongside Hanne Marlene Dahl and Elin Peterson
published in the Nordic Journal of Migration Research as a contribution to the
understanding of GCC’s. Spanger’s article investigates the role of the state in
shaping GCC’s by combining feminist theory, discursive policy analysis and
multi-level governance theories. The article focuses on the framing of policy
problems that are important for care chains and on potential tensions between
different framings within a state and across the different state levels, arguing
that these framings should be investigated in both receiving and sending states.
11 January 2018
Read the article here

Corruption and Torture
Professor Steffen Jensen has just a released a new book on the relationship
between torture, ill-treatment and corruption. It shows how the most
vulnerable - sexual minorities, street traders, immigrants and refugees as well
as the urban poor - are the most likely victims of both extortion and violence
and that these two are never far apart.
01 January 2018
Download the book here

Reclaiming the Right ot LIfe: Hunger Strikes and Protests in
Denmark’s Deporation Centres
This week, GRS’ MA-student Jose Joaquin Arce Bayona has been co-writing an
article for Open Democracy on the protest movements and hunger strikes in
Danish deportation centres. The article is an analysis of the hunger strikers’
situation as “nobody’s problem in no man’s land”.
09 January 2018
Read the article here

Special Economic Zones for Refugees: A Postcolonial Endeavour for
Externalizing the EU’s Responsibilities Towards Refugees
In an op-ed, GRS’ Martin Lemberg-Pedersen and external lecturer Mathias
Søgaard criticize Paul Collier’s
analysis of European refugee politics, and Danish media’s uncritical use of him.
Paul Collier’s specialty is
within Development Economics and he is a strong proponent for closing the
EU’s borders for refugees and
instead advocates for the ‘creation of Special Economic Zones (SEZs)’ outside
Europe and closer to the refugees’ countries of origin. Lemberg-Pedersen and
Søgaard argues that the SEZs model is closer connected to a postcolonial
continuation of the European tradition for creating economic growth through
exploitation of communities from non-Western countries and thus have very
little to do with the protection of migrants and has more to do with the EU’s

self-interest in externalizing their asylum- and protection responsibilities.
Read the article here

Externalizing Brutality to Libya is not the Answer to Displacement
In the op-ed for ECRE, Lemberg-Pedersen writes about “dystopian images of
tsunamis of refugee-arrivals” European politicians have increasingly used since
2015, accompanied by increasing securitization and externalization initiatives
to avoid refugees and migrants reaching Europe. Libya is at the center of these
externalization measures, and has become an area, where more and more
African refugees and migrants end up stuck under inhumane conditions.
08 December 2017
Read the article here

The EU’s outsourcing of migration management to failed countries
like Libya
In recent weeks, images of refugees stuck in the Libyan migration system under
terrible conditions have caught the attention of the European public. The
political narrative has been all about blaming the smugglers, the competing
Tripoli and Tobruk governments, and the many militias vying for a place in the
country’s power vacuum. According to Martin Lemberg-Pedersen, there is also
a need to examine the EU’s role in the system, with its profitable business of
outsourcing migration control to Libya as well as exporting the equipment
necessary to uphold the migration regime in the failed state.
2 January 2018
Read the article here

L’Union Européenne a aussi une responsabilité dans la tenue des
marchés aux esclaves en Libye.
Earlier this January, Martin Lemberg-Pedersen wrote an article for Slate
France on the European policies, and more specifically Europe’s outsourcing of

“migration control” to Libya, have played a major role in creating the current
crisis. In fact, it is impossible to understand how the Libyan system of
migration control has evolved without taking into account the massive
involvement of the EU in the country’s border control policies, as well as the
huge profit obtained by the various private companies operating in the region.
27 January 2018
Read the article here

Migrantkrisen  når Europa meler sin egen kage
Earlier this month, Martin Lemberg-Pedersen wrote an article for Point of View
International on the EU’s outsourcing of migration control to countries like
Libya. According to Lemberg-Pedersen, the outsourcing of ’migration control’
to countries like Libya resembles the colonial slave trade driven by both racism
and economic gains enshrined in humanitarian rhetoric.
19 January 2018
Read the article here

NEWS AND EVENTS AND GRS
New staff at GRS
Asta Smedegaard Nielsen was hired earlier this year as a postdoc in the
research group Global Refugee Studies at CGS. Her research project is titled
Mediated Love: Attachment in Media Debates on Transnational Marriages, and
forms part of the collective DFF/FKK-funded project Loving Attachment:
Regulating Danish Love Migration (LOVA). The LOVA collective research
project inve¬sti¬gates the ways in which the psychological and juridical
concepts of attachment have come to regulate Danish love migration. Asta’s
research examines media representations of attachment relative to marriagebased family reunifications from 2000 to 2015. The aim is to investigate the
specific forms in which media discourses on attachment fold subjects into – or
out of – relations of love and belonging.
Read more about Asta here
EVENTS
Conference on Race in Contemporary Denmark 1819. January 2018
The conference approached race and neocolonialism in contemporary Denmark
through its historical continuities and disruptions, and we welcome

investigations of race through a variety of domains such as (but not limited to)
refugee and border control, integration policies, popular culture, trafficking
laws, foreign policy, transnational kinship, radicalization as well as
development and humanitarian aid. At the very heart
of these academic discussions, we ask about the state of race and
neocolonialism in contemporary Denmark; what is (not) unique about the
Danish case? And how may general and international experiences, discussions,
and theories might produce new understandings of racialization in Denmark?
Read more about the conference here
Upcoming: Brown Bag Talk on “Death in the Philippines:
Corruption, Drugs and Contraception” 08 February 2018
NIAS and ADI are pleased to invite you to a brown bag talk by Steffen Jensen,
Professor mso at the Department of Culture and Global Studies, Aalborg
University and Project Senior Researcher at Dignity and Astrid Krabbe Trolle,
PhD Fellow, Dept. of Cross-Cultural and Regional Studies, University of
Copenhagen
Feel free to bring your lunch and join us for a talk. There will be coffee/tea.
Where? NIAS, room 18.1.08, CSS, University of Copenhagen, Øster
Farimagsgade 5, 1353 Copenhagen
See more about the event here
Want to know more?
Follow GRS on Facebook or visit our website here
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Visit our website
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